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T hank you for being part of Night of Shining  
Stars 2020. We know that this year is different 
because we are not able to honor the scholars in 

the traditional sense of an event, but we want them to receive 
the recognition that they have worked so hard to earn. 

A special thank you to the scholars, educators and sponsors 
who have continued to make this event possible.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Root, CEFL
Executive Director
Cedar Hill ISD Education Foundation
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Congratulations on being a part of our Night of Shining Stars family!  
It is our honor to use the Night of Shining Stars as our yearly tribute 

to our CHISD scholars and their most influential educators.

We are honored to recognize and celebrate the distinguished and 
diverse accomplishments of Cedar Hill ISD academic scholars and 

the Cedar Hill ISD educator they have chosen to recognize as  
a major positive influence on his or her education.

We also think it is important to recognize and celebrate  
the vital partnership between each parent and the school because  

that partnership has resulted in each scholar’s successful  
educational outcome.  We commend all parents for actively 

partnering with the Cedar Hill ISD in nurturing  
your very own Shining Star!

Cedar Hill ISD Education Foundation
Board of Directors

Night of Shining Stars  
2020
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A special thank you to the sponsors of this event:
 

Dr. Susan Clifford
Vernon Folks  - Edward Jones

Michael Lemmon - Hayden Insurance Group
 

A special thank you to:

Bonnie Baker, CHHS College & Career Counselor
SaLillian McDaniel, CHCHS Lead Counselor

Stephanie Burnam, CHCHS Professor
Divona Sykes, CHHS Teacher and Yearbook Advisor
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MISSION

To support education by providing resources  
to inspire staff and impact student lives.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of the Cedar Hill ISD Education Foundation 
is to solicit, manage and distribute funds for enrichment 
purposes in program areas not otherwise funded by the 
District. Funding is supplemental and does not replace 

or alter use of tax-based revenue. Donations are received 
from individuals, corporations and other foundations to 
fund educational programs and projects and to create an 

Endowment fund. Programs will be funded from donations 
and the interest earned on the Endowment fund.

GOALS OF THE FOUNDATION

• Establish a perpetual source of funds through  
 an established, permanent Endowment fund.

• Fund enrichment programs not otherwise   
 available through tax-based revenue.

• Encourage and recognize development of 
 educator and student creative learning   
 experiences.

• Provide opportunities for the community to   
 support quality education in Cedar Hill.

 

Cedar Hill ISD Education Foundation



Night of the Shining Stars 2020 | 6

Cedar Hill ISD Education Foundation
Board of Directors

OFFICERS

Monica Kenney, President
Rosemary Ruiz, Treasurer

Tim Clifford, Secretary
Alfonso Hernandez, Vice President of Governance

Sheka Hart, Vice President of Programs
Michelle Carter-Pope, Vice President of Development

Keyven Lewis, Vice President of Community Relations  
and Marketing

 
DIRECTORS

Patty Bushart
Dr. Steven Gaa
Tiffany Ingram
Jami McCain

Carolyn McKee
 

EX-OFFICIO

Neil Bolton
Dr. Gerald Hudson
Michael Lemmon

Tracy Pounders
Michael Quildon
Tierney Tinnin

 
CHEF STAFF

Denise Root, CEFL, Executive Director
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MISSION

The mission of the Cedar Hill Independent School District is  
to develop confident students with character, knowledge, and skills to 

maximize their potential and excel in any endeavor they pursue.

MOTTO

Lead | Learn | Engage | Excel

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Cheryl Wesley, President
Robert Riggs, Vice President

Angela Roberts-Finley, Secretary
Keisha Lankford

Dawn Miller
Michael Quildon

Gayle Sims

SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Gerald B. Hudson

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

Jason Miller, Cedar Hill High School
Heath Koenig, Cedar Hill Collegiate High School

Jason Miller (CHHS) and Heath Koenig (CHCHS) are honored  
to be part of this event. They recognize the achievements  

of the Class of 2020 Seniors who are being honored this year.

Cedar Hill
Independent School District
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I t is my distinct honor to introduce you to the Cedar  
Hill ISD Class of 2020 Night of Shining Stars. Each year, 
we recognize our highest achieving academic scholars, 

and the teachers of their choice, from Cedar Hill High School 
and Collegiate High School, respectively.

Due to COVID-19 Shelter in Place rules, we are not able to host 
an actual event this year. However, it is important that each of 
these seniors receives the recognition that they deserve.

We can’t say enough about the work of the Cedar Hill ISD 
Education Foundation (CHEF), which organizes and hosts 
this event each year. They are an excellent partner, and we look 
forward to continuing this event for many years to come.

Congratulations on your accomplishments, and thank you for 
your commitment to Cedar Hill ISD.

Sincerely,

Dr. Gerald Hudson
Superintendent of Schools
Cedar Hill ISD
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Star Educators

Jonathan Arrington

Jonathan Arrington

Jonathan Arrington

Kelli Barney

Daveen Cato

Barron Coleman

Natasha Epps

LaShonda Henderson

Jeffrey Lindsey

Jeffrey Lindsey

JoLynn Maddox

Sandera Magee

Michael McKinney

Thomas McNamara

Charles Mensah

Kristina Miller

Cherish Pullum

Angela Roberts-Finley

Archana Tiwari

Rosemary Villarreal

Kecia Wright

2020
Night of Shining Stars

Star Students

Pierre Ingram

Xandria Johnson

Ethan Magdaleno

Isaias Curiel

Moromoke Omotoso

Darren Andrew Fajardo

Vivian Adesanya

Trinity Laney

Jermaine Elias Jones

Karsen Robertson

Mark Crummel

Hannah Simone Ethridge

Deanna Giles

Richard Kaiser

Miriam Gallegos-Chavez

Juan Jose Rodriguez-Najera

Richard Daniel Cardoso

Dane F. Hubbard

Mikaela Fernando

T’Aaliyah Henderson

Brianna Chatman-Hicks
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Pierre Ingram
Star Student
PARENTS: Rodney and Tiffany Ingram

Cedar Hill High School senior Pierre Ingram 
has achieved multiple goals and it wouldn’t 
have been possible without those people close 
to him. 

He was the Longhorns Track & Field Team 
Captain and a member of National Honor 
Society, the Superintendent’s Roundtable, Student Ambassador and 
Athletic Longhorn Leaders.

Ingram has a 3.94 grade point average and a 1,100+ SAT score. He was 
accepted to multiple universities in Texas, and he has selected the 
University of Houston. At UH, he will study Computer Science and 
compete for the Cougars’ Track & Field Team.

Jonathan Arrington
Star Educator

“Mr. Arrington is one of the best math 
teachers I’ve had as a student. Math has 
always been a favorite subject of mine, so  
to see someone so passionate and 
knowledgeable about something most  
people would leave alone is inspiring to me. 
No matter my mood for the day or if I even 
wanted to be in that class that day,  
Mr. Arrington found a way to make math funny. His teaching style and 
dry humor consumed the room. Mr. Arrington has even assisted me 
outside the classroom in my tutoring as I have “borrowed” some of his 
techniques and jokes. He has even attended several of my track meets; 
whether it was for me or for him, it still means a lot. Thank you,  
Mr. Arrington.”
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Xandria Johnson
Star Student
PARENTS: Danny and Alice Johnson

Cedar Hill High School Valedictorian  
Xandria Johnson is the historian for the 
National Honor Society. She is a member 
of Athletic Longhorn Leaders and was the 
varsity captain of the Cedar Hill Girls Soccer 
Team. She was a first team All-District 
Selection was a sophomore and a junior. 
Johnson earned a full academic scholarship to Prairie View A&M 
University in Prairie View, Texas where she will study Chemistry. Her 
long term goal is enrolling in medical school with plans of becoming 
an anesthesiologist.

Jonathan Arrington 
Star Educator

“I am recognizing Mr. Arrington as my Star 
Educator because he is a very helpful and 
intelligent teacher that makes learning 
something as hard as Calculus very easy.  
Mr. Arrington helped me go from a 3 on AP 
Mock Exam to a 4 on the actual AP Exam 
which allowed me to make $400 dollars 
instead of $300, and the 4 gives me credit  
for  algebra in college allowing me to skip  
that class. “
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Ethan Magdaleno
Star Student
PARENTS: Pablo and Sarah Magdaleno

Cedar Hill High senior Ethan Magdaleno 
has taken several Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses because he has high expectations of 
himself. He is proud of the fact that he was 
a STAR Student of the Month and briefly 
ranked No. 1 in his class. Magdaleno is a 
competitive baseball player who earned a 
spot on the varsity squad as a sophomore. That season, he was part 
of the first Longhorn Baseball team to earn a District Championship. 
He said the last two years have been challenging for him, but he finds 
encouragement on and off the field through his strong Christian faith.

Jonathan Arrington
Star Educator

“When I first met Mr. Arrington, I was 
intimidated by him. He has this deep  
booming voice, and muscular physique.  
So yeah, walking into his class as a first year 
student on the high school campus was... 
interesting. But don’t let that fool you,  
Mr. Arrington is a very kind, hilarious, and 
intelligent man who cares about his students’ 
success. When I say intelligent, I mean genius! He has an incredible 
memory and this way of problem solving that I envy. What I also 
admire about him is that he expects the best from his students. Math 
always came naturally to me, but AP Calculus definitely presented its 
challenges to me. No matter how many questions I asked, he never got 
frustrated with me. He simply guided me to the answer and told me 
that studying is the only way to get better. He knows that his students 
can accomplish great things in life, and I am grateful for his constant 
motivation and faith in me.”
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Isaias Curiel
Star Student
PARENTS: Jose Ramon and Maria Curiel

Collegiate senior Isaias Curiel is the youngest 
of five siblings. He credits his father with 
instilling a work ethic in him, which has 
resulted in Curiel being in the Top 10 percent 
of the Senior Class. He is a member of the 
CHCHS chapter of National Honor Society 
and Cedar Valley College chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa. He is also a member of Business Professionals of America and 
has plans to attend a National Competition in Washington D.C. Curiel  
enjoys volunteering in his community. Isaias plans on attending 
the University of Texas-Dallas or the University of Dallas to study 
Business Management or Marketing with a minor in Psychology 
or Sociology. His long-term goals include becoming a successful 
business owner.

Kelli Barney
Star Educator

“I met Mrs. Barney during Summer Bridge 
in my Biology class. She was always so 
welcoming and genuine to all her students. 
She was always willing to help me understand 
topics and clear any confusion. Mrs. Barney 
invited me to eat lunch with her a few times 
during school, and I was always comfortable 
talking to her about my life and struggles. She 
was always chipper and let me sit in her class during school.  
Mrs. Barney’s friendship and selflessness are really what inspired 
me. I was able to talk to her about anything and she always knew how 
to make me laugh. I remember spending time after school to help her 
clean her room or help her grade assignments. She always pushed me 
to be better and was always there when I needed her support. She has 
been such a great role model to not only me, but to all her students. 
Thank you so much, Mrs. Barney, I owe so much of who I am today  
to you.”
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Moromoke  Omotoso
Star Student
PARENTS: Olufunke and Abayomi Omotoso

Collegiate High senior Moromoke Omotoso 
was one of the few chosen students to be a 
Masterminds Mentor when she first started 
her high school experience. She would go to 
middle schools within the district and tutor 
students. She earned an “A” in English for 
four years.  She participated in activities like 
ASCEND, Model UN, Interact Club and the National Honor Society. 
Earlier this year, she completed a Stop the Bleed Course in her Health 
Professionals Club. Ever since she was young, she has always had a 
passion for helping others. Her volunteer work includes Texas Health 
Arlington Memorial Hospital and the Tri-City Animal Shelter & 
Adoption Center. This fall, Omotoso plans to study Nursing at the 
University of Texas-Arlington.   

Daveen Cato
Star Educator

“Mrs. Cato was my 10th grade Chemistry 
teacher at Cedar Hill Collegiate High School. 
I knew that she was different from any 
other educator that I have had and any other 
teacher that I would have in the future. Not 
only did she deepen my love of Science, but 
she also made my learning experience rather 
easy. Whenever there was a concept I did 
not understand, she was able to answer my questions efficiently. 
Sometimes in her explanations, she would even answer questions 
that I did not even ask. Anytime I would feel down in school, I always 
knew that if there was anyone that I needed to talk to, it would be her. 
Her words of encouragement never failed to brighten my mood. She 
was like a mom away from home. To this day, whenever I find myself 
on the CHCHS campus, I visit her and see how she is doing.  I want 
to thank her for being one of the most patient, kind, intelligent and 
funniest people I have ever met.”
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Darren Andrew Fajardo
Star Student
PARENTS: Anthony and Maria Fajardo 

Collegiate High School senior Darren Fajardo 
has loved stories for a very long time. He 
enjoys creative writing and plans to become  
a high school English teacher. He wants to 
help others who share that same interest.  
He plans to continue to educate children 
with the College Readiness Initiative he 
co-founded. He also created the Collegiate Pathfinders Club. Besides 
those two organizations, he was also a heavily involved member of 
Collegiate’s National Honor Society and Cedar Valley College’s Green 
Club, and as an officer of Cedar Valley’s Sociology Club. He plans 
to study English at Texas A&M University and eventually earn a 
Master’s Degree in Education. His long term goals include teaching 
for as long as he can, making the people he loves happy, proudly 
writing stories that last generations, and helping the people that need 
it most.

Barron Coleman
Star Educator

“Throughout the semester, Mr. Coleman 
imparted the history and the importance 
of music in our day-to-day lives, always 
keeping the class lively and relevant. Even 
after taking his class, I continued to work 
closely with him as a prominent stagehand 
for the Cedar Hill Collegiate Academy theater 
productions he directed. Even outside of class 
and volunteering, he inspired me to always 
maintain my work ethic and stay true to my creativity. I always admired 
Mr. Coleman’s story: he came from the prestigious Juilliard School, 
performed in opera theaters around the world, and then decided to 
teach here in the Metroplex. He inspired me to become a teacher myself 
and spread the knowledge and love that I have for my field. More than 
that, his teaching style changed the way I viewed what a class could be. 
He wanted to make sure everyone’s voice was heard and that everyone 
felt valued. An endless thank you, Mr. Coleman, for the obvious 
passion you put into everything you do, your inspirational method of 
instruction, and your immortal advice.”
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Vivian Adesanya
Star Student
PARENT: Matthew  & Stella Adesanya 

Collegiate High School senior Vivian 
Adesanya has been a student in CHISD since 
second grade.  She has participated in the 
Gifted and Talented program before beginning 
her high school career at Cedar Hill Collegiate 
High School. At CHCHS, she has managed to 
maintain a 4.0 GPA (in both her high school 
and college coursework) and her rank in the Top 6 percent  of her 
graduating class while holding office in numerous programs. From her 
freshman year to her junior year, she was President of the  Interact 
Club, a club that is focused on community service. She is the campus’ 
National Honor Society treasurer. She also serves as treasurer in 
the Cedar Hill Mayor’s Teen Council. She is passionate about giving 
back to the community and enjoys math. Vivian plans to attend the 
University of Texas-Austin McCombs School of Business. Her goal is 
to become a corporate attorney. 

Natasha Epps
Star Educator

“I met Ms. Epps in my second-grade year. 
That was my first year in a public school, 
and it was much different than my previous 
school.  She had a very kind smile and offered 
me a hug every morning. Before I had begun 
my third-grade year, I was already sure that 
I wanted her to be my Reading teacher.  She had quickly identified 
my leadership traits and began entrusting me with duties in the 
classroom. Although being the class monitor may not be a big deal 
now, it meant a lot in those days. Throughout my third grade year, 
she motivated me in the classroom and outside of it. She consistently 
reminded me that it was okay to be myself.  She was the first person 
in my life that made me look at my differences as strengths. Thank 
you for impacting my life. Thank you for seeing something in me and 
pushing me to see it in myself.”
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Mark Crummel
Star Student
PARENTS: Stephen Crummel  
and Mildred Romualdo

Collegiate High School Valedictorian 
Mark Crummel said one of his highest 
achievements was being part of the  
Collegiate Program.

It has allowed him to have an amazing high 
school and college experience. Although there were many hardships 
along the way, it was certainly a beneficial adventure where he made 
friends and learned skills. 

Crummel has earned straight A’s at Collegiate. He will attend the 
University of Texas-Austin to study Computer Engineering or 
Petroleum Engineering. 

JoLynn Maddox
Star Educator

“Ms. Maddox was one of the best teachers  
I had going to school. Out of all of my history 
teachers, she was the best at actually teaching 
me the information and giving me certain 
ways to actually retain and understand the 
lesson. She  truly cared for each and every 
student she had, to which I thank her. I am 
very appreciative.”
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Trinity Laney
Star Student
PARENTS: Corey Laney and Jennifer Horton

Cedar Hill High School senior Trinity 
Laney has been an A/B honor roll student 
throughout her high school career. She has 
been a part of the Superintendent’s Round 
Table and Student Council for the past four 
years. Laney volunteers at a local hospital 
where she shadows a nurse in the Emergency 
Room. She has also been a part of both the volleyball and track & field 
team for the past four years. She will study Nursing and compete in 
Track & Field at Fort Scott Community College in southeast Kansas. 

LaShonda Henderson
Star Educator

“Mrs. Henderson was the only Gifted & 
Talented teacher in fourth grade She saw my 
potential and refused to let me give up . To 
this day, Mrs. Henderson still looks out for me. 
Whether its a scholarship she found or just 
checking up on how my senior year is going, 
she never fails to support me. I will always 
appreciate the challenges I faced in her class 
along with the constant support she gave me for years thereafter.”
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Brianna Chatman-Hicks
Star Student
PARENTS: Brian Hicks and LaQuanda 
Chatman

Collegiate High School senior Brianna 
Chatman-Hicks said learning has always 
been a passion, both in the classroom and 
with extracurriculars. She’s a member of 
the National Honor Society and the Interact 
Club. She said these clubs have taught her 
the importance of socialization and time management. Throughout 
her life, Chatman-Hicks has had empathy and desire to learn which 
has resulted in a passion for health care. The health care field is 
constantly evolving in order to better help people. After earning her 
Bachelor’s Degree, she plans on attending graduate school to obtain 
her Doctorate of Dental Surgery. She wants to transform lives by 
helping their confidence. 

Kecia Wright
Star Educator

“One of the most influential educators 
throughout my high school career was a 
teacher named Ms. Wright, who I met my 
freshman year at Cedar Hill Collegiate 
High School. Algebra and Geometry were 
some of my hardest classes, but she was the 
first teacher who pushed me to my critical 
thinking limits. If I was not challenged in this way, my academic 
career would not be where it is today. 

Algebra was the first class that did not come naturally to me. Ms. 
Wright encouraged me to attend her tutoring sessions, and this is 
where I grew to love her as a person and an educator. Not only was 
she intelligent, but she was patient enough to help me grow in my 
understanding. My least favorite subject soon became the class I 
looked forward to the most. I will forever admire her ability to make 
me feel comfortable and safe, despite anything else I had going on 
before I stepped into her classroom.”
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Jermaine Elias Jones
Star Student
PARENTS: Larry and Saundra Jones

Cedar Hill High School senior Jermaine 
Jones moved into CHISD as a Bessie Coleman 
Seventh Grader, ever since, he has been a 
dedicated and hard-working student. While 
attending Bessie Coleman, he found a love for 
creating and designing. Since his early years, 
Jones would build models physically with Legos or virtually through 
Minecraft. He applied his creative side in school by joining the 
Robotics Club. He was a member of National Science Honor Society, 
Red Army, and the Cedar Hill High School Cross Country and Track & 
Field Teams. He hopes to continue his athletic career in college next 
year at the University of Houston, University of Texas at Arlington, 
or Prairie View A&M University. He has received scholarships 
from each one of those schools for various amounts. Jones plans 
on attending and earning his Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
from one of those universities, with long-term plans of owning an 
architectural business.

Jeffrey Lindsey
Star Educator

“I met Coach Lindsey the summer prior to my 
freshman year at the cross country summer 
workouts. Originally, I thought he would 
just be my cross country until I showed up 
to track practice to find out he was also the 
jumps coach. Since then, he has taken me 
under his wing and believed in me even when 
others have doubted me. He gave me my first chance at JV track as 
a freshman and would also vouch for me to have a varsity spot a few 
years later. He took me from an inexperienced middle school jumper 
to a solid, well-rounded jumper over his three years coaching me. 
Not only did he impact me on the track, but he also made me a better 
person off the track. He would tell us funny stories and also give us 
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different perspectives of situations which helped me understand why 
things happen the way they do. Although he left last year, I was proud 
to hear he received a head coaching spot. He had always wanted to be 
a head coach and now he’s getting his chance, just like he gave me.”

Karsen Robertson
Star Student
PARENTS: Kelvin Robertson  
and Tamara Polk

Cedar Hill High School senior Karsen 
Robertson is a excellent student . Since her 
freshman year, she has been ranked in the top 
5 percent of her class and is a member of the 
A/B Honor Roll. Karsen holds a 3.7 GPA, all 
while maintaining a four year letterman in 
cross country and track. Karsen volunteered at Methodist Charlton 
Hospital and will be majoring in nursing in the fall. 

Jeffrey Lindsey
Star Educator

“Coach Lindsey was my cross country coach 
during my first three years at Cedar Hill. I met 
him at the middle school district meet when 
he tried to convince me to run in high school. 
I didn’t want to ,but he encouraged me until 
I finally did. It was one of the best decisions 
I could have made. He not only encouraged 
me to be a better athlete, but a better person. He made sure I was 
good on the field as well as in the classroom. We developed a good 
connection over the years, and he was definitely  my favorite coach. 
He saw something I didn’t which is why I couldn’t thank him enough 
for helping me become the person I am today.”
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Richard Kaiser
Star Student
PARENTS: Dale and Linda Kaiser

Cedar Hill High School senior Richard Kaiser  
is ranked 12th in his class of  more than 500 
students. He has been a member of the band 
since the sixth grade. He joined the Longhorn 
Red Steel Drumline as a freshman and became 
Co-Captain his senior year. He has also been 
a member of the Cedar Hill Men’s Soccer Team for four years and 
recently joined the National Honor Society. Upon graduation, he will  
go to Wichita State University, in Kansas, with an academic scholarship 
to study Aerospace Engineering. Kaiser wants to work for NASA or 
SpaceX to design, test, and build spacecraft that will take people to  
the stars.

Thomas McNamara
Star Educator

“I first met coach Mac my freshman year, just 
before tryouts for the soccer team. He has had 
a major impact on the person I am today, not 
only as a soccer player and athlete, but as a 
young man as well.  From the moment I joined 
the class, he has focused on building us up to 
be successful young men, on and off the pitch. 
He has taught me that in order to be successful in whatever I choose to 
do in life, and that my character and the way I treat others should be a 
top priority. He has taught all of us on the team to respect people even 
if they are our biggest rivals. Coach Mac  has preached about being 
mentally tough and that even if you are down, to push through and 
don’t let ourselves be defeated. He has taught me to embrace the grind 
and enjoy what I do every day, and to strive to be the best person I can 
possibly be.”

 
 



Night of the Shining Stars 2020 | 23

she continued to support me through recommendation letters and 
encouragement. Thank you, Ms. Pullum for all you have done.”

Miriam Gallegos Chavez
Star Student
PARENTS: Bernardo Gallegos  
and Leticia Chavez

Collegiate High School senior Miriam 
Gallegos Chavez discovered a true passion for 
creating a functional and stable environment 
for people with different needs and providing 
the best possible conditions for them. Besides 
the busy demands from her academic programs, Gallegos Chavez 
participates in activities as a leader and member. She has been a 
member of Interact Club, National Honor Society, and Sociology Club, 
and a leader in Green Club, Bible Club, and Latinos United Student 
Club. Her involvement in various activities and positions allowed 
her to establish a solid foundation of the fundamentals necessary for 
success. She plans to obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental 
Design Architectural Studies degree from Texas A&M University. 
Gallegos Chavez plans to follow that degree with a Master’s of 
Architecture degree with the goal of becoming a  Licensed Architect.

Charles Mensah
Star Educator 

“Mr. Mensah has been my professor for 
a couple of years and a dear mentor, both 
academically and spiritually. He prepared 
his students to think outside the proverbial 
box, stretching our imaginations. He is tough 
enough to push us beyond our comfort zone 
so we could grow, yet not strictly restrictive. 
Someone who fed our minds and bodies with 
your input and sweet donuts. Fortunately, I had you as a teacher who 
managed this awe-inspiring feat. Mr. Mensah, you made a lasting 
impression on me, and I will be following your footsteps. The best 
teachers never forget their learning days, striving to become the kind 
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Hannah Simone Ethridge
Star Student
PARENT: Shameka Ethridge & Janice Sewell
 
Cedar Hill High School senior Hannah 
Ethridge is the Class of 2020 Salutatorian. 
She’s been in the Top 1 percent of her class 
throughout her time at CHHS, earning 
straight A’s and passing two Advanced 
Placement exams.

Ethridge is a U.S. Constituting America Scholarship Recipient, a 
Texas Dance Educators Association All State Scholarship Recipient 
and a Tom Landry Scholarship Recipient.

She is the captain of the Cedar Hill Highsteppers Drill Team that 
placed second in a national competition in Hawaii in March.  
Ethridge finished first in the solo division in Hawaii, and did the same 
as a junior at a competition in Los Angeles. She is a two-year member 
of the National Honor Society.

She credits her accomplishments to God and is thankful for her 
family, friends and CHISD for support. Ethridge plan to major in 
Speech Communication and minor in Dance at the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles.

Sandera Magee
Star Educator

“Ms. Magee has always encouraged and 
inspired me with her intelligence and 
determination. Ms. Magee never turned 
away from her agenda to make her Advanced 
Placement students better writers, readers, 
and thinkers. She never failed to connect 
literature to real life scenarios. Every book 
we read and everything she discussed with 
her classes allowed the students to realize how literature can remind 
and re-teach generations of lessons learned throughout history. I can 
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honestly say that Ms. Magee has prepared me not only for college, but 
for the real world. Even though my junior year of high school was the 
hardest year of my life, Ms. Magee taught me how to be strong without 
even knowing my situation. I learned how to look at life from many 
different perspectives in the same way you have to analyze literature 
from many different perspectives. Most importantly, Ms. Magee 
has the responsibility of initiating my love for reading. I did not 
appreciate books; how we are supposed to really appreciate them until 
my junior year in high school. I am very grateful for Ms. Magee.”

Deanna Giles
Star Student
PARENTS: Laurence & Debra Giles

Cedar Hill High School senior Deanna Giles 
is the Treasurer of the CHHS National Honor 
Society. She has been on the A Honor Roll 
since her freshman year. She was a part of the 
Partner PE Class where she helped special 
needs scholars in Cedar Hill ISD.

Michael McKinney
Star Educator

“I met Mr. McKinney my sophomore year.  
He taught my Chemistry class. He is the most 
patient and understanding of all my teachers.”
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Juan Jose Rodriguez-Najera
Star Student
PARENTS: Juan and  Julia Rodriguez

Cedar Hill High School senior Juan 
Rodriguez-Najera is an Advanced Placement 
and Dual Credit Scholar.  He’s been a member 
of the tennis team for the past three years, 
including the last two on varsity. His hobbies 
include playing video games and spending 
time with friends. He plans to study Architecture at the University 
of Texas-Arlington where he has earned a $4,000 scholarship for 
academic achievement. He credits his father with introducing him to 
Architecture.

Kristina Miller
Star Educator

“Mrs. Miller has been my teacher all four 
years at CHHS. She is one of the only 
teachers that I have been able to get along 
with throughout high school and it’s mostly 
because she is a good sport. If we ever actually 
needed help or needed to talk to her,  she 
would put everything aside to make sure we 
got what we needed. I didn’t end up being in 
her class for the final semester, but I am glad that she was my teacher 
throughout high school.”
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Richard Daniel Cardoso
Star Student
PARENTS: Jose and Enriqueta Cardoso

Collegiate High School Salutatorian  Richard 
Cardoso has dedicated his time to serving 
Collegiate High School, the City of Cedar 
Hill and First Baptist Church in Duncanville. 
He served as the Collegiate National Honor 
Society President and the Collegiate Student 
Council Treasurer. Both of these organizations have allowed him 
to have a positive impact on his community through fundraisers, 
donation drives, and events for teachers. Outside of school, Cardoso  
joined the Mayor’s Teen Council where he assisted with city events, 
spoke with  public officials, and worked to preserve the city’s vision 
as the Teen Council’s treasurer and vice-president. Cardoso has 
been involved in his church’s youth group. Last summer, he was the 
systems manager of a team at a camp with NASA and was blessed 
with the opportunity to study at Princeton University in New Jersey 
for seven weeks. This summer, he will spend some time on Capitol 
Hill in Washington D.C., working with the American Civil Liberties 
Union. Cardoso has not selected a college yet, but he plans on 
eventually earning a law degree.

Cherish Pullum
Star Educator

“Being a Lifelong Longhorn, I have been 
taught by the best teachers in the world. It 
was hard to choose just one to highlight, but 
I feel no other teacher has had the level of 
impact on my life as Ms. Pullum. Ms. Pullum 
was my English 3 instructor, student council 
adviser, and debate team sponsor. Most 
importantly, she believed in me. She supported me to challenge 
myself and leave my comfort zone. There were many times when I 
just simply wanted to give up, but Ms. Pullum didn’t let me. And I’m 
grateful that she didn’t. If it wasn’t for her, I would not have continued 
in debate or joined the Mayor’s Teen Council. After leaving Collegiate, 
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of teacher they themselves most needed. Thank you for your guidance 
and patience, Mr. Mensah.

Dane F. Hubbard
Star Student
PARENTS: Derrick and Arlene Hubbard

Collegiate High School senior Dane Hubbard 
has been a CHISD student since Kindergarten. 
His passion for medicine has driven him 
to succeed in education and community. 
Hubbard is a member of the Mayor’s Teen 
Council and CHCHS’s chapter of the National 
Honor Society. He enjoys giving back to the 
Cedar Hill community. He was also the Public Relations Manager 
for CHCHS’s chapter of Interact Club. At Cedar Valley College, 
Hubbard is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and has volunteered with 
the Health Professionals Club. He is also a Student Representative on 
his school’s student council, where he serves as the voice of his peers. 
Hubbard plans to become a Trauma Surgeon, as it combines helping 
others and his passion for medicine. This fall, Hubbard will attend 
either the University of Oklahoma or UCLA where he will major in 
Anthropology and minor in Spanish.  

Angela Roberts-Finley
Star Educator

“I first met Mrs. Angela in kindergarten, 
because her son and I were friends. It was 
apparent that she was dedicated to the 
students. Initially, I thought of her as a friend’s 
mom, but she would become much more. 
When I needed a ride home, or someone to 
vent my frustrations to, I found that she would 
be there. However, her actions were most 
beneficial when it came to my education. Not only did she dedicate 
countless hours and resources while serving in all of my schools’ 
PTA organizations, she actually valued the opinions of the schools’ 
students. She constantly asked how I was doing in school, and how 
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I felt about my teachers. If my experiences were anything less than 
satisfactory, I knew she would voice my concerns with people who 
would make changes. Eventually, Mrs. Angela decided to become a 
member of the CHISD Board of Trustees. I know that even now she is 
bringing CHISD students’ concerns to a larger arena. I am eternally 
grateful for her consistency and dedication to my success.”

Mikaela Fernando
Star Student
PARENTS: Virgilio and Marlene Fernando

Collegiate High School senior Mikaela 
Fernando said her best achievements came 
when she left her comfort zone to join clubs 
and organizations. She’s the Vice President 
of her campus’ National Honor Society 
where we organize volunteering events 
monthly. She’s also a mentor of the College 
Readiness Initiative, along with her friends Richard Cardoso and 
Darren Fajardo. Fernando is also a NASA High School Aerospace 
Scholar Alumni. She’s a Student Council officer and a member of the 
Superintendent Student Roundtable. Her proudest and most favorite 
accomplishments have come from working in a team alongside her 
peers to help support our community and school.

Archana Tiwari
Star Educator

“Mrs. Tiwari has been one of the most 
supportive teachers during these past few 
years. In the best way, she’s pushed me to 
do the best I can in everything I do. As my 
physics teacher and National Honor Society 
mentor, she always expects 110 percent, if not 
more. I’ve always appreciated her teaching, 
her advice, and her support. She has been 
there for me during my ups and downs, and I know I can always count 
on her.”
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T’Aaliyah Henderson
Star Student
PARENT: Tamekia Henderson

Cedar Hill High School senior T’Aaliyah 
Henderson has been in the top 20 students 
at her school throughout high school. She’s 
currently the Senior Class Historian and 
a two-year member of the National Honor 
Society. She’s a member of the award-
winning Cedar Hill Highsteppers Drill Team. 
Henderson enjoys volunteering at her church. This fall, she plans to 
study Biology at the University of Houston or Xavier University in 
Louisiana. Her long term goal is becoming an Orthopedic Doctor who 
works in Sports Medicine.

Rosemary Villarreal
Star Educator

“Mrs. V has been a huge help to me.  She has 
motivated me to stay on track with my school 
work and even with things outside of school. 
I became her office aide this year, and she 
has been there to listen to all of my problems. 
She’s helped me solve them. She has been 
committed to making sure I succeed past high 
school. I can always count on her.  She’s like a second mom to me, 
always making sure I’m on top of everything. I would just like to thank 
you for being there every step of the way, especially this year.”




